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The Fox and the Stork  
retold and illustrated by Gerald McDermott 
Long ago there was a fox who lived in the forest.  Fox liked to play 

tricks on his friends.  One morning, Fox rowed his boat around the 

pond.  He saw his friend Stork.  “Would you like to come to my house 

for dinner?”  Fox asked.  “How kind of you to ask!” said Stork.  “Yes.  I 

would like that.”  The next day, Stork went to Fox’s house for dinner.  

She tapped on Fox’s door with her long bill.  “Come in,” said Fox.  “I 

made soup!”  “Wonderful!”  said Stork.  “I like soup.”  Fox and Stork sat 

down to eat.  Fox didn’t put the soup in a bowl.  He served it in a flat 

dish.  Fox felt very smart.  Stork couldn’t eat from the flat dish.  All 

she could do was dip the tip of her long bill into the soup.  Fox soon 

slurped it all up!  Stork was still hungry, but she didn’t complain.  

“Thank you for the dinner,” said Stork.  “Come to my house, and I’ll 

make dinner for you.”  The next day, Fox rowed his boat to Stork’s 

house.  “I don’t like to boast,” said Stork, “but my soup is the best.  I 

use greens that grow in my own garden.”  “Wonderful!”  said Fox.  “Let’s 

eat!”  Stork served the soup in a tall jar.  Fox couldn’t get a drop.  All 

he could do was lick the top of the jar.  Stork dipped in her long bill 

and drank it all up.  Fox moaned and groaned as he rowed home.  “I’m so 

hungry!  This is my reward for tricking a friend!”  At last Fox saw that 

being kind to others is the right thing to do. 

Phonics Skill Comprehension Skill High-Frequency Words 

Long Vowel /ō/ow, oa Character 
door, kind, made,  

who, would 

Genre: Fable 

A fable is a story that teaches a lesson. 

 


